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GRADE LEVEL: HIGH SCHOOL

Identity and Culture, Immigration, International A�airs, Labor
History

UCLA Public History Standards: Era 2: Colonization and Settlement:: Standards
1 , 2: Why Europeans were attracted to America; brought enslaved people; mixing of peoples,
cultures, religions reshaping life in the Americas.

Explain what the Manila Galleon trade was that existed between the Mexican town of
Acapulco and Manila, the capital of Philippines

Connect the trade to the first settlement by Asians in the swamps of Louisiana,
specifically Saint Malo

Explore how the rule of the Spanish Empire in the New World is linked to the arrival of
Asians in America.

MANILA MEN: FIRST ARRIVAL OF ASIANS IN AMERICA - 
1763 (FILIPINO SLAVES ON SPANISH SHIP)

SUBJECT:
THEME:

STANDARDS:

OBJECTIVES:

ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS:

https://www.oxfordcartographers.com/our-maps/peters-projection-map/

Students will be able to:

Why is it important that we learn about early settlers into the Americas
besides those from Europe?
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ASSESSMENT:

1. To begin the lesson, divide the class into groups of three or four. Each group will need access to a computer 
with internet connection for this part of the lesson. Once the groups have been formed, introduce a short activity 
to the students:
• Share these phrases with the students – Acapulco, 1763; Manila Galleon; Saint Malo; Manila men.
• Ask students to conduct a quick research online to find out the links between these phrases, place the words 

in the right logical order, write a few sentences (2-4 max) using all phrases to explain how they’re related.
• Give students about 20 minutes to do the research and prepare the short write-up.

(Ideal responses should include the following: The Spanish Empire had a trading route between
Manila in Philippines and Acapulco in Mexico (part of New World at the time), called the Manila
Galleon. The ships also carried slaves from the Philippines along with other trading items. It is
believed some slaves escaped from one of these ships, and eventually made their way to
Louisiana, and eventually settled in a place called Saint Malo. The presence of these men, who
became known as Manila men, has been recorded as early as 1763.)

2. Map work. Share the link for Google Maps: http://maps.google.com and ask students to locate Manila in the 
Philippines, Acapulco in Mexico, and Saint Malo in Louisiana on the map.
• Using an outline map of the world, have students trace possible shipping routes for the Manila Galleon. This 

can be an opportunity for students to expand their understanding of basic geography concepts and 
identification of specific places.

• Why was the Spanish Empire bringing slaves from the Philippines to the New World? (links to prior 
knowledge) (15 minutes)

3. Have students discuss the following questions: Why would slaves want to escape from the Manila Galleon 
ships? Why do you think the Filipino slaves, called Manila Men, settled in Saint Malo? (Responses should rteflect 
that slaves often sought to escape to achieve freedom; that their journey had been dangerous where their lives 
mattered little; and once escaped they would venture to places where they likely would not be found.) (5 
minutes)

4. Show photos of illustrations of their settlements, Google digitized edition of original Harper's Weekly article 
p196-199 using a document interpretation tool such as 
https://www.docsteach.org/resources/document-analysis. (20 minutes)

5. Using excerpts taken from the article in from the Harper’s Weekly (1883) by Lacfcadio Hearn, St Malo by 
Lacfcadio Hearn, have students analyze the passages to create a picture of the land, the community, and its 
culture as described by Hearn. See worksheet at end of lesson. Note: preparation for this activity should include a 
discussion of the importance of being considerate and respectful in the language both students and teachers 
use in discussing the article. Students should also be reminded that the article is from 1883 and, therefore, 
reflective of views and attitudes of the time

htt
ps://www.history.com/news/first-asian-american-settlement-filipin

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000020243272&view=1up&seq=211&size=125

https://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/hearn/hearn--st_malo.html

https://www.istoryadista.net/2012/01/manila-men-forgotten-filipinos-of-st.html



REFLECTION:

Ask students to consider what they have learned in this lesson and how it fits into their 
overall understanding of the settlement of America. Ask students to consider: Why were 
Filipinios brough to the Americas as slaves? How did the settlement of these Filipino slaves 
in Louisiana a�ect the history, culture, and economy for Louisiana and all of the US.

Student responses might include observations that Filipinos were brought her and 
elsewhere in the Americas for the same reason Africans were enslaved – to do the hard 
labor. Filipino-Americans living in Louisiana participated in the American Revolution; 
played an important role in America's victory in New Orleans in the War of 1812, under
Andrew Jackson; participated in the growth of the fishing and shrimp industry in
Louisiana; added their imprint on the multicultural growth of New Orleans and Louisiana.

Go back to the essential question: how important is it to include this history into the 
curriculum? (15 minutes)
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RESOURCES:

History.com
The First Asian American Settlement Was Established by Filipino Fishermen - HISTORY

Filipino Louisiana:
https://filipinola.com
Brochure created by Filipino La, from Louisiana

Harper’s Weekly, v. 27: 31 Mar. 1883.
St Malo by Lacfcadio Hearn
Google digitized edition of original Harper's Weekly article p196-199

Blog Post by a self-identified historian, blogger, copywriter based in Cebu, the Philippines
The Forgotten Story of the Manila Men

https://www.history.com/news/first-asian-american-settlement-filipino-st-malo

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000020243272&view=1up&seq=211&size=125

https://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/hearn/hearn--st_malo.html

https://www.istoryadista.net/2012/01/manila-men-forgotten-filipinos-of-st.html
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