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Describe key elements of George Nakashima’s life: his education, his work, his philosophy.

Explain how his craftsmanship with wood extended into art and became an expression of 
his beliefs through the creations he made.

Identify ways in which his work was influenced by his experience and exposure to di�erent 
cultures.

GEORGE NAKASHIMA: A LIFE IN WOOD
AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN, ARCHITECT, ARTIST, 1905-1990

SUBJECT:

THEME:

STANDARDS:

OBJECTIVES:

ESSENTIAL
QUESTIONS:

Students will be able to:

What about George Nakashima’s life influenced him most in the creation of his work?

Is there a di�erence between craft and art, and, if so, how does one know the
di�erence?

How does art become a way to express one’s philosophy and spiritual being?
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1 to 2 Periods
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ACTIVITIES:

How does art become a way to express one’s philosophy and spiritual being? Nakashima Woodworking . For a 
shorter film or for use with an elementary class, this trailer (3 min) may be useful: Watch George Nakashima, 
Woodworker - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az014_YkDQ0
     Use the film to discuss with the class some of the following questions and topics:
     Spirituality: What do you think that means? (use quotes, there are four of them)
that are on the main page of Nakashima’s Woodworkers: https://nakashimawoodworkers.com/philosophy/
    Read the obituary from the New York Times about Nakashima’s life and complete the
accompanying worksheet (Appendix A).
     View the short film:
Landscape episode of Craft in America, Nakashima Woodworking (10 min.) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Az014_YkDQ0
For a shorter film or for use with an elementary class, this trailer (3 min) may be useful: https://vimeo.com/479378911
Use the film to discuss with the class some of the following questions and topics:
     Spirituality: What do you think that means? (use quotes, there are four of them,
that are on the main page of Nakashima’s Woodworkers: Philosophy - George
 Activities:
Read the obituary from the New York Times about Nakashima’s life and complete the
 accompanying worksheet (Appendix A).

View the short film:
Landscape episode of Craft in America, Nakashima Woodworking (10 min.)
Nakashima Woodworkers. Appendix B also contains a quote of Nakashima’s that also can be used. These quotes 
could be displayed or prepared in advance as a resource for the students.
     How did the time in the internment camp influence his life and his craft?
     Is there a di�erence between art and craft. Can something be both?

Extension activities:
     a. From one of the resources displaying his work, select one or more pieces that you are drawn to: Explain how this 
piece (or pieces) a�ect you?
     b. Research other elements of his work that show multiple cultural influences in his work: Shaker, Rural/Country, 
Japanese, Indian, European.

Lorem ipsum

Lorem ipsum

CREDIT AUTHOR 
AND CONTACT: TING-YI OEI JAN, 10TH, 2024LAST UPDATE:

REFLECTION:

For Art classes, this can become an entry point for a piece that a student will create that 
integrates and embodies characteristics and beliefs of the artist. In History or Social 
Studies classes, students can write an essay expanding on one of the activities where 
they explore the intersection of arts and crafts with history, philosophy, and one’s 
personal life’s experiences. The lesson, as it is built around arts and crafts, can also 
encourage students to express their learning through other art forms: poetry, painting, 
photography, video, collage, etc.
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ASSESSMENT/REFLECTION:

For Art classes, this can become an entry point for a piece that a student will create that integrates and 
embodies characteristics and beliefs of the artist. In History or Social Studies classes, students can write an 
essay expanding on one of the activities where they explore the intersection of arts and crafts with history, 
philosophy, and one’s personal life’s experiences. The lesson, as it is built around arts and crafts, can also 
encourage students to express their learning through other art forms: poetry, painting, photography, video, 
collage, etc.

Lorem ipsum

SOURCES:

Book:
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1568363958/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_hsch_vapi_taft_p1_i0

Hannah Martin. Architectural Digest. 14. Oct. 2020. This article also references another documentary
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/nakashima-documentary

John Nakashima, (nephew of George), 2020 video trailer
https://vimeo.com/479378911

Nakashima Foundation: For more information on Nakashima’s philosophy
https://nakashimafoundation.org/manifesto/

Smithsonian American Art Museum, The Renwick Gallery
https://americanart.si.edu/artist/george-nakashima-5896

George Nakashima Obituary, New York Times, June 18, 1990.
George Nakashima Is Dead at 85; Designer and Master Woodworker - The New York Times 
(Clear text available through link above)
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